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Gavin Ryan 
 

      MESSAGE FROM THE ACTING HEAD 
 

As it normally does, the school week started with our whole school assembly.  As it was Book Week, I 

shared one of my favourite stories with the children.  It is a short story by Janet and Allan Ahlberg entitled 

“Life Savings”. Years 2 to 6 pupils then had a visit from author Cliff McNish. The children had such a great 

day with Cliff and were all inspired by his workshops and novels.  

 

The week, as you would expect, has been filled with many different book related activities.  I found myself 

in a ‘try before you buy’ equivalent in the form of ‘read before you choose’ English lesson.  Children in 

Year 3 had many books that they got to sample and with soft lighting and a cup of juice, they made their 

choices, and the extra great bit was that all these books were from our library.   

Talking about our library, I saw another session in there this week from Rosie Tales Stories for our pupils 

in Nursery, Reception and Year 1. Of course, no Book Week is complete without an opportunity to dress 

up in our favourite book character (teachers included!)  I was so impressed with the huge collection of 

books represented and the time and thought that went into the costumes.  I heard that the three little 

pigs were safe for the day despite the wolf being seen at Ripley! 

It was super to see many of you in attendance for our Residential information afternoons: Monday for 

Year 5 and 6 and Tuesday for Year 3 and 4. We have some exciting trips planned for the children. I do 

hope that you agree, and I also trust that you felt reassured with the provision that is in place for the time 

away.  I would like to thank our dedicated staff in advance; those who have prepared these events and 

those who will be accompanying the children. 

Our House system is strong and active here at Ripley and one of the many events we hold took place ear-

lier this week in the shape of our ‘House Pancake Competition’.  With pancakes in the 4 House colours, 

every Year 3 - 6 child had the chance to toss a pancake as quickly as possible for their House team.  Well 

done to everyone for taking part. 

It was so lovely watching our teams play Hockey against St Teresa’s on Wednesday.  Even though it was 

very wet, there was a good standard of hockey on display with our teams playing well together and con-

tinuing to refine their skills in match situations. 

Over the next few weeks, I look forward to seeing you, in person, at our Parent’s Evenings.  We are so 

pleased that we are able to offer this face-to-face again.   

In another lesson this week, I saw Year 5’s involved in mapping out the phases of the moon with Oreos.  I 

promise, I do visit lessons where there is no food on offer as well!  The message I wanted to pass on is 

this:  learning can be incredibly fun, and our children have fun, loads of it.  We know that happy children 

learn best. 

Have a lovely weekend and I look forward to seeing you around the school next week. 
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ACTING HEAD’S COMMENDATIONS 
Congratulations to the following pupils who have recently been awarded badges and certificates.  
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WORLD BOOK DAY 
World Book Day 2022 was celebrated in true Ripley Court style yesterday. So much excitement and so 

many absolutely incredible costumes. Thank you to everyone for making such a huge effort! 
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ACADEMIC 
Don’t our Nursery children look cute in their World Book Day costumes? What a great effort from the 

Nursery! 

Year 5 children have been learning about the moon's phases and recreated them with Oreos during a   
Science lesson. Congratulations to our winners. Please check our Instagram stories to find out who they 

are! 
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ACADEMIC 
To celebrate World Book Day, Year 3 held a 'book tasting' event in their English lesson. Mrs Baker, our 

Librarian, chose a fabulous and varied selection of books for our children so they could have a 'taste' of 
texts from a range of genres. The children were given their 'book tasting menu', where they recorded 
their thoughts about each book, giving each one a star rating and deciding whether they would like to 

continue reading it or not. They also had the opportunity to have some juice and a treat in the book Café. 



Year 4  made rain gauges in their Geography lesson this week and had fun in Maths making fractions out 
of playdough! 
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ACADEMIC 

Year 5 enjoyed creating dens and   
snuggling up to read their books in  
their library session on World Book 

Day! 
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ACADEMIC 
Reception class have been reading 'Supertato' this week, and it would seem the evil pea has escaped 
from chef Ian's fridge to cause chaos in the Reception classroom! He flung streamers, put up a banner 
and turned their number spots into peas. He even turned up at lunch—what a naughty little pea! The 

children then wrote a news report on evil pea's antics to warn the rest of the school. What superb work 
from these little ones! 
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ACADEMIC 
Year 6 have been studying Shaun Tan’s book, ‘The Arrival’ for several weeks.  As their topic draws to a 

close, the children have thought about the different emotions and events that the man faces throughout 
his journey.  They worked brilliantly in groups to produce a graph displaying the highs and lows of our 

main character, with excellent results! 

Next week, they will complete their final piece of extended writing on The Arrival and will use their 
graphs to help them. Great work, Year 6! 



Just before February half-term, 6SD completed their round of Public Speaking Enrichment lessons. 

Each child had to present on a topic of their choice for 3 minutes, using only prompt cards and a prop to 
help them.  They learnt and practised skills such as: 

• good eye-contact with the audience, 

• the importance of a clear, expressive voice and; 

• the importance of clear, organised prompt cards! 

Topics in 6SD included: The JK Rowling series: Fantastic Beasts, Scuba Diving, Eyes, The Great Emu War, 
Sharks, Dancing, Origami and Breeds of Horses, to name a few! 

Each child performed brilliantly and the class loved learning from their friends. 

Well done 6SD!  

4 March 2022 Issue 44 

 Page 9 

ACADEMIC 

Morgan, Year 5, made a superb lego model depicting the water cycle. Year 5 have just finished the topic 
in Geography. Excellent work and understanding of the topic, Morgan, well done! 



Last Tuesday, Year 4 made wind vanes using straws, pencils and card in their Geography lesson with Miss 
McClune. With  current weather conditions as they were (Storm Eunice!), they thought it would be a 

good idea to see which direction the wind was blowing! 
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ACADEMIC 

Year 3 pupils worked very hard on their Lego Robotics during their Enrichment session on Friday        
afternoon! 



SPORT 
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Congratulations to our U11 boys for a      
convincing win against Longacre on   

Wednesday afternoon! 

TOGETHER      EVERYONE       ACHIEVES     MORE 

Year 3 children thoroughly enjoyed their mixed tag   
rugby round robin tournament!  

On Tuesday, our swimming team travelled to Guildford High School to participate in a National Qualifiers 
round. The finals will be held at the Olympic Park later in the year, and we look forward to hearing next 
term, if any of the children, or the team, have qualified. A special mention to Morgan and Grace, Year 5, 
who had to swim their individual race twice because of a technical issue. They demonstrated great focus 

and determination in a situation where many would have struggled. A special mention, also, to Lucille 
and Morgan for winning their races. Whatever the outcome, we, and Mrs Ballantine, are incredibly 

proud of you all. 
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Year 5 created magnificent Zentangle designs in a recent Art Lesson with Mrs Morris. What incredible 

work! 

ART 

Take a look at Year 2’s magnificent owl art! T’WHIT T’WOW! 



RS & PHILOSOPHY 
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Mrs Neville taught Year 6 all about Shabbat on Tuesday morning during their RS and Philosophy lesson. 
The children were introduced to some of the rituals and  blessings and even got to try some delicious 

challah bread. Thank you, Mrs Neville, for a very interesting lesson. 

 
Year 5 read French books in their French lesson on World Book Day.  

FRENCH 



FOREST SCHOOL 
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Year 6 pupils took it upon themselves to create decorations for their upcoming production during a     
recent Forest School session! Inspired by ‘The Lion King’, the children used only natural materials,      

charcoal, smashed brick mixed with water and mud, to paint on sheets. The results were simply superb. 
Well done, Year 6; keep your creativity flowing! 

Our Year 2 children enjoyed a beautiful and very busy morning at Forest School. The children took part in 
natural painting, stream digging, cake making, fire starting, log-dog designing and finished the session off 

with marshmallow S’mores cooked over the fire. Yum! 
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Children in Years 3 & 4 are enjoying reading to pupils from Reed's School 6th Form. This fantastic initia-

tive, orchestrated by 6th Formers Joshua Christie and Chris Kennedy, saw the pupils arriving bright and 

early on Tuesday morning with their Form Tutor, Mr Ben Edwards. The children loved sharing their sto-

ries with the older students, and we are delighted that this will be a weekly occurrence going forward.  

REED’S VI FORM READING MENTORS 

As part of our Book Week celebrations, we were lucky to be visited by @Cliff McNish, author of the inter-
national bestselling Doomspell series, who came to talk to students about his books. 

The children had such a great day with Cliff and were all inspired by his workshops and novels.  
Years 2 and 3 took part in an exciting workshop called 'Create a Witch', where they focused on creating a 

magical character without the usual stereotypes. 
Year 4 enjoyed a Fantasy Adventure workshop, in which they developed their own fantasy quest story, 

using unusual pictures as their inspiration.  
Year 5 focused on Thriller and Suspense writing, and Cliff showed them an excellent way of planning their 

stories which will help them with their 11+ preparation in the weeks to come! 

CLIFF MCNISH VISIT 
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Year 5 have been taking part in a special music project with composer and opera singer, Ms. Fleur Bray. 
Ms. Bray, who has sung in opera houses around the world, has been working with our year 5’s and giving 

them tips on creating their own graphic scores. 

MUSIC 

Year 4 are learning how to play Djembe drums. Here the children are learning how to improvise in a 
drumming circle using call and response.  



OUTSIDE OF SCHOOL NEWS 
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Congratulations to Evie in Year 3 who came 3rd 
at her gymnastics competition last weekend. We 

are very proud of you! 

Let us give you a 

shout out—we’d 

love to hear about 

your achievements 

and activities    

outside of school! 

Rugby enthusiasts, James and Elizabeth, went along with 
their mum to watch Miss McClune play in a rugby match 
this weekend. Thank you to all our amazing teachers who 

inspire our children every day!  

Sienna, Year 3, held an impromptu bake sale during 
half term. She decided she wanted to raise money 

for cancer after learning about it whilst watching the 
bake off. She baked all the goodies herself with her 

sister and raised £156! What a kind thing to do,    
Sienna, we are so proud of you! 



RCPA 
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LITTLE TWIGS 
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Our next Little Twigs session will run on Monday 21st February 2022. Please find the booking link below: 

https://bit.ly/3gCg20Z 



Ripley Court School @ripleycourt @ripleycourtprep 
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https://www.facebook.com/ https://www.instagram.com/ripleycourt/ https://twitter.com/RipleyCourtPrep 

4 March 2022 

Please follow Ripley Court School on our Facebook,       
Instagram and Twitter pages for  daily news, updates 

and photographs. 

NOTICES 
Please see the notice below from the Scout Association in Ripley. 

https://www.facebook.com/RipleyCourtSchool1/
https://www.instagram.com/ripleycourt/
https://twitter.com/RipleyCourtPrep

