
 THE COURT CIRCULAR  

  28 January 2022, Issue 42 

The Official Ripley Court School Newsletter  

 Page 1 

         Ms Aislinn Clarke 
 

      MESSAGE FROM THE HEADMISTRESS  
 

Despite a week of significant pupil and staff absence, due to Covid19, there has still been a buzzy         

atmosphere around the school with pupils running in during the morning drop off, which we always love 

to see.  

Results for our wonderful Year 6 pupils are now coming in, and I can confirm that they have done        

extremely well. We will let you know once all results have been received and all children have had their 

offer letters. I am also delighted by the number of academic scholarships being received and feel          

incredibly proud of each and every pupil for their hard work and resilience over the lead up to their     

11+ exams. It is hard to believe they will be heading off to Senior School in September!  

Sadly, planned fixtures were cancelled this week due to the number of positive Covid cases but, despite 

this, pupils have been as busy as always, although we do look forward to some normality returning. 

Please follow our Instagram and Facebook pages for videos and photos.  

Year 1 held their assembly this week and focused on our school values of perseverance, aspiration,      

curiosity and kindness alongside the story of Zog. Besides the fabulous costumes, Mr Hoskins, Mr Ryan 

and myself were in awe of the lines the children learnt and how confidently they performed on stage. I 

know that we all felt very proud of them.  

I am delighted that we have so many upcoming events due to take place over the course of the Spring 

and Summer terms, and more details will follow shortly.  

Today is officially my last day before my maternity leave commences, although I am sure I will see many 

of you at the school gate when I drop off and collect my son. Mr Ryan will be a tremendous Acting Head 

until I return, and I will look forward to seeing you all at upcoming events. Thank you for your kind words 

and best wishes. I will, of course, share photos of our new arrival who is due on the 12th February.  

Wishing you all a lovely weekend, and I hope you all remain well.   
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HEADMISTRESS’S COMMENDATIONS 
Congratulations to the following pupils who have recently been awarded badges and certificates.  

PSHE 

Year 2  made ‘Managing My Emotions  Wheels’ during  a PSHE  lesson earlier in the week. 



Year 4 children enjoyed a trip to Rochester Castle and Cathedral last week. The pupils took a Cathedral 
tour, where they participated in a monk and heraldry workshop. They also got to explore the castle. Such 

an informative and fun day out. Thank you to the teachers for taking them on this outing. 
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YEAR 1 ASSEMBLY 
Year 1 have worked very hard over the past two weeks. They learned their lines and acted with             

tremendous confidence for their Class Assembly, Zog. The story was chosen alongside their topic of     
Castles and included our four school values. Mr Hoskins, Ms Clarke and Mr Ryan and parents were very 

impressed with their performance! 

YEAR 4 VISIT TO ROCHESTER CATHEDRAL 
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 NEWS FROM NURSERY 

Nursery children are learning about animals and were excited to try out the binoculars they had made on 
a nature walk with Mrs Ward. They looked carefully for clues along the way and made lots of exciting     

discoveries. 

Last week The Nursery celebrated Pongal Festival. This festival is celebrated by many in the South of Asia. 
They learned the reasons behind the festival and that the people give their thanks to the sun, farmers 

and cattle. The children touched and felt the clay pot, where sweet rice gets made on festival day. They 
then made a clay pot out of brown card and white cotton representing pot and sweet rice. The highlight 

was tasting the sweet rice at the end! 
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Lights … Camera … Action!  What a spectacular production from Years 3 & 4. Well done to everyone      
involved—you were absolutely amazing! What a bunch of talented children! 

SHERLOCK & CINDERS 



Year 2 children delivered a superb assembly on our school values of Perseverance, Aspiration, Curiosity, 
and Kindness. It was wonderful to welcome parents back to class assemblies, and the children were so 

excited to perform to their parents once again. 
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ACADEMIC 

ENRICHMENT 
Year 5 children benefitted enormously from cricket coaching at Reed’s School as part of their Enrichment 

curriculum last Friday afternoon. They thoroughly enjoyed using state-of-the-art equipment and           
receiving coaching from  Mr Keith Medleycott, Head Cricket Coach at Reed’s School. The Jarrett Indoor 
Cricket Centre is considered to be one of the best facilities of its kind in the country, boasting 5 lanes 

(some with Pitchvision Smartlane facility), a Viewing Gallery and a Café.  



This term Reception's topic is ‘Traditional Tales’ and last week's book was Little Red Riding Hood. Little 
Red Riding Hood visited Reception class to ask for their help. Her basket of muffins had got lost in the 

woods and she needed help to find them by following clues around the school.  
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ACADEMIC 



Every Friday afternoon, over the last 3 weeks, 6SB have taken part in an Enrichment project on Public 
Speaking. Each pupil picked a topic of their choice and had to present a 3-minute presentation using 

prompt cards and could bring in a prop if they wanted to. They have learnt and practised skills such as:   

 
· having good eye contact with the audience 
· The importance of a clear, expressive voice 

· Choosing an interesting topic that they are passionate about so that their enthusiasm engages the     
audience and;  

· Clear and organised prompt cards! 

 
Topics in 6SB included: cricket, hockey, cacti, ukulele, amethyst crystals, acoustic neuroma,                    

David Attenborough, Ashley Fiolek, Star Wars and Harry Potter, to name a few! 
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ACADEMIC 



In Maths, Year 6 were practising finding the mode and median by counting the number of letters in each 
word in a Harry Potter book. They repeated the process using a different paragraph to see if the averages 

changed. Miss Butler was very impressed with their work! 
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ACADEMIC 

Rose, Y4, made fantastic 3D shapes out of 
straws and pipe cleaners in a recent Maths 

lesson with Mrs Grallert.  

Yesterday, Year 2 children learnt all about Nelson 
Mandela and what an inspirational man he was,   
promoting peace and unity during apartheid and  

becoming South Africa’s first black president. 
 

They used iPads to research their favourite            
important dates in Mandela’s lifetime and used the 

information to plot a timeline of his life. 
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In Year 6 English, the children have been studying the amazing wordless picture book ‘The Arrival’ by 
Shaun Tan.  Last week, the children re-enacted a key scene and had to put themselves in the shoes of mi-
grants who had been on a long journey to a new country. Each child had to create a character and think 

of a   reason that they might have had to leave their home. This prompted some amazing descriptive 
writing the next lesson. Well done Year 6! 
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ACADEMIC 
Reception children learnt the letter friends sound 'ee'. Fred, the phonics frog, helped the children        

segment and blend words using the sound, then they practised reading the sound in their green words. 
Later on, they practised their phonics using their knowledge of letter friends to write missing words and 

captions.  
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ACADEMIC 
Please see the below leaflet to find out more about the exciting new Phonics scheme ‘Read Write Inc’ 

being introduced in Little Court. 



PE / GAMES 
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Year 3 boys and girls had a  rather chilly but 
fun tag rugby session on Tuesday afternoon. 

Lots of healthy competition and some      
excellent rugby on display!  

Congratulations to our U11A rugby team on an excellent win against Belmont School last Wednesday 
afternoon. Some fantastic running rugby with lots of tries from both teams.  

Congratulations to our U10 and U11 Netballers who won both their matches against Hoebridge on 
Wednesday afternoon. Superb netball and sportsmanship on display from both teams!  



ART 
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Year 2 created colourful jellyfish drawings with pastels in an Art lesson with Mrs Morris this week. What 
absolutely beautiful work, Year 2, well done! 



BALLET CLUB 
Our budding little Reception ballerinas had a fabulous time twirling and pirouetting around the music 

room with Miss Kelly on Monday morning. TUTU gorgeous!  
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In 'Personal Survival Club', Mrs Ballantine has been teaching  the children what to do if they find       
themselves in difficulty in open water.  

PERSONAL SURVIVAL CLUB 



LITTLE TWIGS 
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If anyone would like to go and see the some fantastic women’s rugby then look no further.  Harlequins 
women take on Saracens on the 5th February. Please see the leaflet from Miss McClune. There are more 
girls playing rugby at Ripley Court than ever before so this might be an exciting and inspiring match for 

some of our girls! 

NOTICES 

Thank you, once again, to our wonderful RCPA who have confirmed that enough money was raised  at 
‘Sherlock and Cinders’ to fund the head mics for the Drama and Music department. Thank you, also, to 

our fantastic parents for always supporting these events and fundraisers. We are very grateful! 

THANK YOU RCPA 
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Please see the notice below for half term cricket camps at Reed’s School with the Rajasthan Royals    
Academy. 

NOTICES 



Ripley Court School @ripleycourt @ripleycourtprep 
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https://www.facebook.com/ https://www.instagram.com/ripleycourt/ https://twitter.com/RipleyCourtPrep 

28 January 2022 

Please follow Ripley Court School on our        
Facebook, Instagram and Twitter pages for  

daily news, updates and photographs. 

NOTICES 
We have so many talented children at Ripley Court, taking part in so many activities outside of school. 

Please do share your children’s successes with us. We would love to recognise their achievements and 

give them a shout out on social media or in our Newsletter. Email any photographs or information to us 

at marketing@ripleycourt.court.co.uk 

Let us give you a shoutout—we’d love to hear about your 

achievements outside of school! 

https://www.facebook.com/RipleyCourtSchool1/
https://www.instagram.com/ripleycourt/
https://twitter.com/RipleyCourtPrep

