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It is hard to believe that we are already into the Spring term and, even more surprising, is how the      

pupils of Ripley Court have grown over the holidays! If I have not had the opportunity to see you, I would 

like to wish you a very happy New Year.  

 

One of my greatest joys is seeing the pupils come into school in the mornings and, more often than not, 

running in!  

 

We were delighted to welcome twelve new pupils at the start of this term, and we look forward to    

welcoming more children in February. In true Ripley Court style, the current pupils have welcomed them 

with open arms and have already made our school feel like home to them. My thanks also go to our    

current parents who have been so welcoming as mid-year transitions and relocations are never easy. 

 

Mr Ryan and I have been busy welcoming prospective families to the school, and we are expecting more 

pupils to join us before the end of the academic year and, indeed, September 2022. Our pupils are our  

greatest ambassadors, and their beautiful manners, kindness, and smiling faces really do showcase what 

learning is like here at Ripley Court School. 

 

We have had a busy start to the term with a large focus on the 11+. Our Year 6 pupils (and parents!) are 

in the process of completing their exams, and we are delighted with the offers already coming in. Once 

all offers have been received, we will, of course, share this great news with you. Our congratulations go 

to every pupil in Year 6 as they have worked incredibly hard. This week, we have also met with both the 

Year 4 and Year 5 parents to discuss the process. As Alexander Bell said, ‘Before anything else, prepara-

tion is the key to success.’ We hope that you found these meetings both informative and reassuring. 

 

Wishing you all a lovely weekend, and I will look forward to seeing the Year 3 and 4 parents at next 

week’s productions of Sherlock and Cinders. 

         Ms Aislinn Clarke 
 

      MESSAGE FROM THE HEADMISTRESS  
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HEADMISTRESS’S COMMENDATIONS 

Well done to Leo and Daniel, who received a letter from Surfers Against Sewage thanking them for      
raising £90 from sales of their reindeer food at the end of last term. Well done, boys. We are very proud 

of you and the example you are setting! 

Congratulations to the following pupils who have recently received badges and certificates.  

Date Pupil Class Type 

07-Jan-2022 Anna C 4CG 1st badge 

10-Jan-2022 Sienna D 3SC Cert 

10-Dec-2021 Toby P 3RC Cert 

GREEN TEAM NEWS 
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We would like to take this opportunity to wish this term's new starters a very warm welcome. We are 
delighted to have you here with us and hope you will be very happy at Ripley Court School!  

NEW STARTERS 



YEAR 3 ROMAN DAY 
‘Portals To The Past’ took Year 3 pupils on an exciting journey of discovery this morning, teaching them all 

about Roman life. The children experienced the excitement of a games arena and took a virtual tour 
through a bathhouse. Actual Roman artefacts were passed around, giving the children the opportunity to 

get a real hands-on experience of History. Lunch was a delicious Roman feast prepared by Chef Ian and 
our Year 3 parents. The children had such a fantastic day - what a wonderful way to bring History to life! 
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Nursery children are so happy to be in the water again, SPLISH, SPLASH, SPLOSH!  Well done to all the 
new children for being such brave little sharks! 
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NEWS FROM THE NURSERY 
Even though it was a rather frosty start to the week, our Nursery children have thoroughly enjoyed their Forest School       

sessions .  They took part in lots of muddy fun followed by delicious hot chocolate and popcorn around the campfire  to warm 
their little hands!  
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Year 1 have had a very busy start to the term and have focused on our school values of perseverance,  
aspiration, curiosity and kindness. They read the story of the 'Snail and the Whale' and tried to recognise 

aspects of our school values in the story. They then wrote their ideas down and thought of times they 
might have practised the school values in everyday life. They have explored mark-making with a wax 
crayon when designing a snail's shell; then observed the wax repelling the watercolour paints as they 

were added. 
 

Year 1's topic this half term is 'Castles'. The children have been learning about the different features of a 
castle and then took time to design their own castle, thinking carefully about how to protect the King or 

Queen inside.  

ACADEMIC 



MUSIC 
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Year 2 children enjoyed a chilly PE lesson out on the frosty fields on Wednesday morning. Despite the 
cold, they showed up with lots of energy and enthusiasm!   

PE & GAMES 

Sherlock and Cinders rehearsals were in full swing  in the Music room on Thursday morning .  We can’t 
wait to see the show next week! 



The children were excited to join the new Book Club this term and couldn't wait to choose their new 
book for the next few weeks. The catch was that the books were all wrapped up, with only the blurbs to 

read. They then had a vote to choose their favourite one. They will be reading Floodland, by Marcus 
Sedgwick.  
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CLUBS 

Y3 BOOK NOOK 
Children in 3RC are dedicating time to read in the mornings, but with a twist. The children can choose 

where and how they sit or lie! This is now a weekly addition to their classroom, and they hope that the 
other classes will be joining them soon with their own 'Book Nooks'! 



SHERLOCK & CINDERS 
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We are delighted to announce that the Year 3 & 4 performance of ‘Sherlock & Cinders’ has been          

rescheduled for 19th & 20th January. All audience members are kindly asked to wear a face covering and 

are encouraged to take a lateral flow test prior to attending.  Due to ongoing Covid restrictions, a       

maximum of two guests per family will be able to attend.  

We have arranged for the play to be professionally recorded to DVD or USB stick.  Please see the weekly 

comms this evening for prices and order forms. 



NOTICE 
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Please see the flowchart below for the latest guidance for primary schools from Surrey County Council. 



Ripley Court School @ripleycourt @ripleycourtprep 
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https://www.facebook.com/ https://www.instagram.com/ripleycourt/ https://twitter.com/RipleyCourtPrep 

14 January 2022 

Please follow Ripley Court School on our        
Facebook, Instagram and Twitter pages for  

daily news, updates and photographs. 

NOTICES 
Wishing our staff and families (old and new!) a very warm welcome back to school. We are looking       

forward to an action-packed and fun-filled Spring term.  

https://www.facebook.com/RipleyCourtSchool1/
https://www.instagram.com/ripleycourt/
https://twitter.com/RipleyCourtPrep

