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      MESSAGE FROM THE HEADMISTRESS  
 

         Ms Aislinn Clarke 
 

After a whirlwind few weeks, this Newsletter provides an excellent opportunity to reflect on the events since the start of this 
half term. 

I have had many a knock on my office door with pupils showing me outstanding examples of their work and receiving com-
mendations. I am delighted that these examples come from a huge range of subjects and also pupil behaviour, including kind-

ness and empathy. 

The return of our class assemblies has been an absolute delight for both the pupils and parents who are now able to watch 
their children. Well done, Year 4, for the super assembly on earthquakes and natural disasters.   

'Perform' visited Little Court on Monday, whilst Year 3 attended their first school trip of the year. The children visited Has-
lemere Museum, which is always an excellent opportunity to consolidate their learning about the Ancient Egyptians. On the 

trip, much to their delight, Year 3 pupils were able to see real mummies and learn about the process of mummification.  

Pupils from Nursery to Year 6 have been learning about Diwali, and we are so lucky that we are able to hear from our pupils 
and staff who can talk about their own personal experiences and traditions. 

Yesterday, we held a moving Remembrance Service and were delighted to have two of our military serving parents support 
with the leading of this service. As a school community, we remembered the sacrifice of those who fought to preserve our 

freedoms. We also learned more about our Pro-Patria, including personal details regarding our four new house names based 
on four ex-pupils who served and died serving their country (Crichton, Snowdon, Barnard and Davenport). I was so impressed 

by how respectful the pupils were and how confidently and articulately those reading spoke during the service.  My thanks 
also go to Sophie from Reed's, who played the Last Post, and to the parents who could join us for our outdoor service.  

Today, we welcomed our current and prospective families to a Reception Taster Morning filled with the delights of Forest 
School, a Music lesson and a Magic Show! We were delighted that so many of our current pupils could attend, alongside ten 

prospective families looking to join Ripley Court's Reception class next September. 

Our Sports Department has been incredibly busy with a wealth of fixtures. Results are included in this Court Circular, and I 
would like to say a huge well done to all of our pupils who are always real ambassadors to the school, displaying camaraderie 

and teamwork. I am especially delighted to see our Year 5 and 6 girls playing rugby! 

As the days are now a little darker, please be reminded that unless pupils are attending Breakfast Club (from 7.30am), they 
should not be on site until 8am, at the earliest. All pupils must be supervised, so if children arrive before 8am, they will be 

sent over to Breakfast Club in the Dining Room. I appreciate your support with this. 

I am looking forward to seeing the pupils in Reception to Year 6 dancing tonight at the School Disco, organised by the RCPA. 
Next weekend is also our school Christmas Fair so my thanks go to everyone involved in managing stalls, donating goods and 
supporting on the day. All are welcome, so please invite relatives and friends to attend, and I will look forward to seeing you 

all there. 
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HEADMISTRESS’S COMMENDATIONS 
Congratulations to the following pupils who have recently received badges and certificates.  

Date Pupil Class Type 

15-Oct-2021 Marina L 4FC Cert 

15-Oct-2021 Rose M 4FC 1st Badge 

15-Oct-2021 Maia B 5HB Cert 

15-Oct-2021 Freya P 5HS Cert 

15-Oct-2021 Finley P 5HB Commendation x2 (1st Badge) 

15-Oct-2021 Joshua C 5HB Commendation x2 (Cert) 

15-Oct-2021 Jamie K 5HS 2nd Badge 

02-Nov-2021 Amelia H 5HB Cert 

02-Nov-2021 William A 4M 1st Badge 

02-Nov-2021 Henry W 5HS Cert 

02-Nov-2021 Lucille C 5HS Cert 

04-Nov-2021 Ella N 5HS Cert 

05-Nov-2021 Grace P 5HS Commendation x2 (Cert) 

05-Nov-2021 Thomas J 5HB Cert 

09-Nov-2021 Jamie D 6SD Commendation x2 (1st Badge) 

09-Nov-2021 Katie M 6SD Cert 

09-Nov-2021 Evelyn S 6SD Commendation x2 (6th Badge) 

09-Nov-2021 Tish O'G 6SD 2nd Badge 



REMEMBRANCE DAY SERVICE 
What a special Remembrance Day Service we held on Thursday morning. Our 4 Heads of Houses spoke 
beautifully, honouring 4 fallen Courtiers (Crichten, Snowden, Barnard and Davenport) after whom we 

have renamed the houses. The Autumn sun shone down warmly as the 2 minutes silence was observed, 
the silence broken by our special guest, Sophie from Reed’s School, on the trumpet.  

“They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old: 
Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn. 
At the going down of the sun and in the morning 

We will remember them. “ 

Robert Laurence Binyon (1869-1943)  

 Page 3 

12 November 2021 Issue 38 



12 November 2021 Issue 38 

 Page 4 

Look at these MAGNIFICENT pumpkin carvings made by some of our pupils.  Thank you to the RCPA for 
organising this event and to everyone for their superb entries.  The Winners are: 

Little Court 

Winner: Oscar M Year 1  

Runner-up: Elliot H Year 1  

Upper Court 

Winner: Thamarai S - Year 4  

Runner-up: Jasmine N - Year 3  

PUMPKIN CARVING COMPETITION 
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Our Nursery theme, 'Music, Festivals and Celebrations', has started grandly. The children have been      
creating beautiful sounds using various musical instruments, and they have had great fun learning all 

about Diwali over the last week. Ms Siva brought in a variety of treats for them to taste and some Indian    
dressing up clothes.  

To celebrate Guy Fawkes, the children created teabag paintings, where they dropped paint-soaked      
teabags to create the 'splat' effect onto black cards to resemble fireworks.  

NEWS FROM THE NURSERY 

Nursery children made fairy wand snacks at Forest School on Monday afternoon. Such fun and so         
delicious. They also had lots of fun playing in the digging pit and with all the beautiful Autumn leaves.  

Hugo kindly helped everyone wash their hands before snack time! 



Year 2 had a very exciting History lesson at Forest School last Thursday afternoon.  

 Having learned about ‘The Great Fire Of London’ in recent lessons, the children made Tudor houses out 
of cardboard and paper to set on fire at Forest School under the watchful eye of Mrs Morgan & Mrs 

Ward.  They learnt first-hand how quickly a fire can spread and how events might have unfolded on that 
hot and windy night in 1666.  

Once the first building (The Bakery) was lit and the rest of the houses were on fire, the children took 
turns making wind to stoke the fire and then re-enacted putting the fire out by passing pots of water 

along the line to their classmates.   

What a fun and clever way to bring this topic to life! 
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ACADEMIC 
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Last week Miss Siva from The Nursery came to sprinkle her magic, once again, in Year 2. The children and 
Mrs Morgan dressed up, put on sparkly jewellery and listened to the story of Diwali and the festival of 

light winning over dark. Thank you, Miss Siva, for teaching us all something new! 

ACADEMIC 

Take a closer look at the buildings made by our Year 2 children for their ‘Great Fire Of London’ project. Do 
we have some architects of the future in our midst? 
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ACADEMIC 
As part of their lesson on money, Reception children played Bingo. The caller had to remember to use the 

‘pence’ unit each time, and the children had to use accurate counting with one to one correspondence 
before crossing it off their card.  

Year 3 learned all about the mummification process during their History trip to the Haslemere Museum 
last week. They took part in a hands-on session where they learned which organs needed to be removed, 
what happens to each one and why the Egyptians carried out this practice. The children then mummified 
their own teddies. We are pleased to report that no teddies were harmed during this process! They also 

saw the museum’s amazing Mummy exhibit. The trip really brought the Ancient Egyptians to life for a 
day. 



ACADEMIC 
Year 1 have been exploring and discussing different materials in their Science lessons. They used a 'feely' 

bag and their sense of touch to describe an item in the bag before revealing what it was and what        
material it was made out of. 
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Year 6 children wrote responses to a piece of music by Judith Weir, the Queen’s Court Composer, called 
‘The Welcome Arrival of Rain’. Mr Lom emailed their responses to Judith Weir, herself, who was            

delighted and wrote this: 
"So delightful to see these illustrations and worksheets - thanks so much for bringing this piece to the 
attention of your Year 6! How wonderful when primary school pupils get this amount of exposure to   

music. I’m convinced it is the big factor in whether people become active in music later on, professional 
or amateur." 

MUSIC 



ACADEMIC 
Children in Year 3 imagined they were Lego creatives and used Lego to apply their multiplication 

knowledge. Thinking how many different coloured bricks they would need if they had to produce enough 
creations for 3 more, 4 more or 18 more... 
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Year 2 have been learning about 3D shapes in their Maths lessons. They had fun working carefully to   
create a range of shapes using playdough and straws. 
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ACADEMIC 
Year 4 have been learning about natural disasters and earthquakes in Geography . The children gave a 

fascinating and knowledgeable assembly on the topic on Wednesday morning. Thank you, Year 4, you did 
a great job! 

Naina, our Deputy Head Of School, was invited to give a talk to Reception about Diwali. Naina told them 
all about the history of Diwali and the festival of lights. She also told the children how her family            

celebrate the festivities every year. Thank you for your excellent talk, Naina; the children thoroughly    
enjoyed learning all about Diwali and its traditions. 



ACADEMIC 
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Reception made delicious fossil biscuits in Food Technology to link in with their topic on Dinosaurs! 

In Assembly last week, Ms Clarke told the children the story of Guy Fawkes and why we celebrate        
fireworks night. The children also learnt about safety on fireworks night. 

The children experimented with various ways to create firework pictures in their Art class, printing with 
straws and painting with marbles. They produced some superb pieces of work, which will be turned into 

rockets for their fireworks display.  

ART 
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HOUSE CROSS COUNTRY YEARS 3 & 4 
Congratulations to all the Year 3 & 4 children who ran the House Cross Country on Monday afternoon. 

The results are as follows:  

Boys:  1st Luke, 2nd Komagen, 3rd Dylan 

Girls: 1st Holly, 2nd Alice, 3rd Evie 

Houses: 1st Snowdon, 2nd Davenport, 3rd Barnard, 4th Crichton 

Congratulations to all the Year 5 & 6 children who ran 
the House Cross Country on Tuesday afternooon. The 

results are as follows:  

Boys:  1st James, 2nd Max F, 3rd Max G 

Girls 1st Lucille, 2nd Tish, 3rd Sophia 

Houses: 1st Barnard, 2nd Snowdon, 3rd Davenport, 4th 
Crichton 

KEEP 

RUNNING 
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Our U8 and U9 Footballers played matches against St Andrews School last Thursday afternoon. It was the 
first experience of interschool football matches for some boys, and excitement levels were high — not 

only for the delicious match tea!  We saw some brilliant football as well as great teamwork and                      
determination. Well done to everyone for trying so hard and giving your best! 

Results: 
U8 lost  0—3  

U9A & U9B won both games 

PE & GAMES 
Years 5 & 6 girls played rugby for the first time on Wednesday afternoon and had a brilliant time learning 

a new sport. The girls looked at ball handling, passing and they talked about running onto the ball and 
passing backwards. From rucks, mauls, lineouts and scrums, the girls gave it their all and left the field ex-
hausted, muddy, but very happy! Miss McLune, who herself plays rugby for the Farnham Falcons, will be 

introducing the girls to a variety of new sports over the coming weeks, which is very exciting. 
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Interhouse netball and football matches took place at the end of last term. The children thoroughly      
enjoyed the afternoon and really gave it their all.  It is safe to say that interhouse competition and spirit is 
alive and well at Ripley Court School.  Congratulations to all the teams who took part and congratulations 

to the winning houses. 

Y5 &  6 Netball—Crichton , Y5 & 6 Football—Crichton, Y3 &  4 Netball—Davenport,                                       
Y3 & 4 Football—Snowdon 

PE & GAMES 

For more action shots please see the gallery on our website under ‘News & 
Events/Recent Photos’ using the private login code. 
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RCPA NEWS 
Message from Ms Clarke 

We are very much looking forward to the Christmas Fair next Saturday and our thanks go to everyone 
involved. A huge amount of work goes into this and events like this cannot happen without the support 

of parent volunteers. In order to make the event a success, Class Reps would appreciate support in     
running stalls so, from me, a little plea to please sign up and help to support where you can. Every half an 

hour will help and, ultimately, supports with raising funds which benefit the Ripley Court pupils. Thank 
you in advance. 

Please follow our RCPA 
on their new Instagram 

account: 
@FriendsofRipleyCourt 

 

YOUR 

 

SCHOOL 

  

NEEDS 

  

YOU!! 



HARRY POTTER TASTER DAY 
We are delighted to be hosting another Harry Potter Taster Day for Year 3 entries on the 19th of           

November.  Please feel free to extend this invitation to friends or share on your social media using the 

link below: https://rb.gy/1omyns  
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https://rb.gy/1omyns


Ripley Court School @ripleycourt @ripleycourtprep 
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https://www.facebook.com/ https://www.instagram.com/ripleycourt/ https://twitter.com/RipleyCourtPrep 

12 November 2021 

Please follow Ripley Court School on our        
Facebook, Instagram and Twitter pages for  

daily news, updates and photographs. 

NOTICES 

Any aspiring actors, singers and dancers in our midst? Look no  
further! 

Reed’s Tennis School is offering 3 indoor adult group classes for £33 in November. All 
classes held indoors at Reed’s.   You can choose from any of the following classes: 

Tennis Xpress Monday 7pm 

Tennis Xpress Wednesday 7.30pm 

Cardio Tennis Monday 8pm 

Cardio Tennis Thursday 10am 

Improver Drills Wednesday 7.30pm 

Improver Drills Friday 9am 

Intermediate/Advanced Drills Wednesday 7.30pm 

Anyone for tennis?  Fancy yourself as the next Emma Raducanu?  Then look no further!   

https://www.facebook.com/RipleyCourtSchool1/
https://www.instagram.com/ripleycourt/
https://twitter.com/RipleyCourtPrep

