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The Summer Term has well and truly begun at Ripley Court School. It seems a little hard to keep up with 

the English weather of late, but I am pleased to see many of the pupils now in their summer uniforms 

and, indeed, our new summer dress.  

Slowly but surely, we are returning to normality, and we are delighted that a small number of fixtures 

have started again. We know that the children are thrilled and there is no denying that this teaches them 

important skills (how to play fairly, accepting wins modestly, how to be graceful in defeat, working      

together for a common goal and to work as a team). 

Year 2 enjoyed meeting some new friends last Friday, at our Harry Potter themed day.  It was so success-

ful that I have received letters from pupils in our current Year 3 asking for a similar day. I admire their 

negotiation skills; they have forewarned me that they have been watching Greta Thunberg in action and 

have learnt a thing or two! 

Last Friday, Mrs Mangold and I visited the local alpaca farm. We made some new friends and tried our 

hands at herding, although I must say that I don’t foresee a career change anytime soon! Initially, we are 

hoping to introduce some of our Nursery pupils to the alpacas but hope that, in due course, more of the 

pupils can go and visit, so watch this space! 

With Covid restrictions gradually lifting, we are starting to see more visitors to our school site. Today, a 

parent was so impressed by the children’s manners and how happy the children here are; I must say that 

I am an incredibly proud Head.  

Communication will be sent over the next week regarding upcoming events.  We will try to run as many 

of the usual summer term events as possible, but we will also need to be realistic about group           

gatherings, particularly while awaiting updated guidance. I am hopeful that the next academic year will 

be a little smoother so that we can run some ‘old’ and new events, welcoming families back onto the 

site. 

In the meantime, I would like to wish you all a lovely bank holiday weekend. We will look forward to  

welcoming all of the pupils back next Tuesday. 

      MESSAGE FROM THE HEADMISTRESS  
 

         Ms Aislinn Clarke 
 



  Issue 30 

 Page 2 

HEADMISTRESS’S COMMENDATIONS 

Congratulations to the following pupils who have recently received badges and certificates. 

Headmistress’s Commendations 

5th Badge has been presented to:  Evelyn S (5GM) 

3rd Badge has been presented to:  Alex C (6SBa) 

2nd Badge has been presented to:  Aiden TH (6SB), Isabel F (5MG) 

1st Badge has been presented to: Alfie R (6SBa),  Ezri H (4FC), Henry W (4LL) 

Certificates have been presented to:  William A (3RC),  Jasmin K (5MG) Daniel B 

(5NR), Sophia S (5NR), Sophie S (5NR), Thomas C (6SBa), Lakshay B (3RC),       

Rose M (3SC), Lucille C (4LL), Eloise S (3RC), Monty OND (4LL),  Dominic M (3RC), 

Luke G (3SC), Matthew L (3RC), Alice R (3RC), Rose D (3RC), James B (5NR) 

30 April 2021 
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What a magical day we had at our first 'Year 3 Taster and Scholarship Day' last Friday. Our little wizards 
were giddy with excitement and threw themselves into the day wholeheartedly. It was a very busy day, 
and the children took part in various Harry Potter-themed activities. Thank you to everyone who came 
along and enjoyed the day with us, and a very big thank you to everyone who helped make the day such 
a success.  

HARRY POTTER SCHOLARSHIP DAY 

“ ’

…

. ”



NEWS FROM THE NURSERY 
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After the Easter holidays, The Nursery welcomed some new children. They have settled so well and have 
enjoyed exploring their new environment. The children have loved building, using various materials,    
creating a huge train track, making superhero badges, painting, making the shape of the week using 
different materials and using the phonic flashcards when playing teachers. 
   

‘People Who Help Us’ is the Nursery topic for the term. After discussing what police officers wear, the 
children had fun dressing up and trying to catch burglars! 
   
The sunflower that the children planted last term has grown so much, and the children have been investi-
gating different ways to measure how tall it has grown. The children practised their number recognition 
and counting and found that the sunflower is currently 62cm and 36 blocks tall! 
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WATER lot of fun! The children have been learning their ‘High-Frequency Words’ as part of their            
Superheroes topic. The children were split into two teams (Mrs Everitt was the Wonder Woman team, 
and Miss Wotherspoon the Batman team).  The children then had to run around and read the words    
hidden around Little Court to be squirted by the water gun.  A list of these words was written on white-
boards. The challenge for the children was that if they used one of these words in a sentence, they could     
water gun the teachers. The children were reminded to use finger spaces,  full stops, and some children 
even spoke about using a  capital letter at the beginning. Mrs H set the bar high to save her hair, but the 
children rose to the challenge! 

RECEPTION 
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Year 1 enjoyed their morning at Forest School.  They took a walk through the forest to see the bluebells 
and enjoyed playing on log stumps! 

YEAR 1 
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Year 1 are learning about seeds in Science.  They planted runner beans and have been watching how the 
beans grow.  They also cut up fruit and counted how many seeds were in each piece of fruit.  Their       
exciting experiment involved dropping popcorn kernels into fizzy water and watching the seeds dance! 

YEAR 1 



YEAR 2 
Year 2 had fun learning about circuits in Science with Mrs Gar and Mrs Morgan this week.  The children 
were put into teams and had to work together to find out how to make their lightbulbs glow. 
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YEAR 2 
Year 2 had fun learning about circuits in Science with Mrs Gar & Mrs Morgan this week  The children 
were put into teams and had to work together to find out how to make their lightbulbs glow. 
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Circuits 



YEAR 3 
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Year 3 have loved learning to play the ukelele in their Music lessons with Mr Lom this week.  Fun fact:  
The ukulele is part of the lute family of instruments and was introduced to Hawaii by Portuguese          
immigrants from Madeira. 



YEAR 4 
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This term, Mrs Cumberland’s English topic is ‘Grannies’. The pupils described their own wonderful      
grannies and expressed how special they are. They will then read Anthony Horowitz’s book, ‘Granny’, 
where a terrible, evil Granny makes young Joe’s life a misery. We’re so lucky to have such gorgeous  
Grannies! 



YEAR 4 
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This term, Mrs Cumberland’s English topic is ‘Grannies’. The pupils described their own wonderful      
grannies and expressed how special they are. They will then read Anthony Horowitz’s book, ‘Granny’, 
where a terrible, evil Granny makes young Joe’s life a misery. We’re so lucky to have such gorgeous  
Grannies! 



YEAR 5 
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Year 5 had lots of fun at Forest School last week.  While some children built elaborate forts, others found 
a sturdy branch perfectly shaped to use on the rope course as a zipwire.  It worked incredibly well and 
made for an even more exciting and lively session than usual!   

Forest School is such a valuable resource, and we are so lucky to have this great space at Ripley Court 
School.  Research has shown that young children are stimulated by being outdoors, which, in turn,       
increases their self-belief, confidence, learning capacity, enthusiasm, communication, problem-solving 
skills and emotional well-being.  



YEAR 6 
Year 6 made individual fires under the watchful eye of Mrs Ward in Forest School last week.  Once their 
fires were lit they were able to roast their marshmallows.  Yum! 
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YUM 
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YEAR 6 
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Don’t our Year 6 leavers look smart and colourful in their new leavers hoodies? Year 6 were very excited 
to show them off to us last week. Such exciting times for our leavers!  

VALEDICTORY 2021 
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SWIMMING 
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Swim squad is back! The Year 3 swim squad had an excellent early morning session earlier in the week 
and thoroughly enjoyed getting back into the 'swim' of things!  

Year 2 enjoyed their swimming lesson with Mrs Ballantine on Thursday afternoon.  The children are 
getting more and more confident in the water every lesson! 
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ATHLETICS 
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It has been so good to see the children back out on the sports fields doing athletics this term.  Year 4 
practised their starting positions and displayed impressive running in the sunshine during their PE lesson 
on Friday morning. 
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CRICKET 
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Cricket is in full swing at Ripley Court School this term.  Year 5 and 6 boys had an excellent first nets    
practice this week.  There were some excellent displays of bowling and batting! 

I don’t 

like 

Cricket 

… 

 I 

LOVE 

it! 
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CRICKET 
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Our U11 girls' cricket teams played their first match of the season against St Andrews School on    
Wednesday afternoon.  The weather wasn't exactly playing ball, but it certainly did not put a damper on 
the girls' spirits!  Ripley Court won one match and lost one.  Well done to all the girls on some fantastic 
Cricket.  How truly wonderful it is to have some competitive sport starting back up for our children! 

I don’t 

like 

Cricket 

… 

 I 

LOVE 

it! 
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CLUBS 
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It is so exciting to get our clubs back underway again.  The children took part in archery, baking and curve 
stitching. Just a few of the many wonderful clubs available to our pupils. 
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CLUBS 
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Archery Club started up again on Tuesday afternoon and we were very impressed with what we saw.  
There was some seriously sharp shooting on display. 
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Art 
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The focus of recent Art lessons has been chalk studies.  Take a look at these stunning pieces of art        
created by some of our fabulous young artists! 
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HEROES STAMP DESIGN COMPETITION 
Please see the information leaflet below regarding an exciting Royal Mail 'Heroes Stamp Design          
Competition'.  Children should hand in their entries to their Form teachers by 19th of May.  Good luck! 
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TENNIS CAMP 

Please see the below advert for tennis camps at Reed’s School over half term. 

HALF TERM TENNIS CAMPS AT REED’S SCHOOL 

We are delighted to be running tennis camps at Reed’s over half term,  Tuesday  

1st June to Friday 4th June. 

 

We are pleased to be extending our BLUE, RED and ORANGE camps to run from 9am to 12. 

GREEN and HELLOW Camps will run from 12.30-2.30pm. 

 

BLUE Camp – ages 4 to 6 

 

RED Camp – ages 6 to 8 

 

ORANGE Camp – ages 8 to 9 

 

GREEN Camp – ages 9 to 10 

 

YELLOW Camp - age 11+  

 

For more info and to book please visit: https://clubspark.lta.org.uk/ReedsTennisSchool/

Coaching/Camps 

Any questions please contact tennisschool@reeds.Surrey.sch.uk 

mailto:tennisschool@reeds.Surrey.sch.uk


Please follow Ripley Court School on FB, Instagram and Twitter  

Ripley Court School @ripleycourt @ripleycourtprep 
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https://www.facebook.com/ https://www.instagram.com/ripleycourt/ https://twitter.com/RipleyCourtPrep 

NOTICES 

30 April 2021 

We are very excited to announce that Little Twigs will be starting up again from Monday 10th May 2021. 
As before, please be aware that bookings will open at 12 noon the Monday before the next session. You 
can find our new online booking system here:  https://bookwhen.com/ripleycourt 

If you have any problems with the online booking, please contact marketing@ripleycourt.co.uk or phone 
us on 01483 225217. We can't wait to welcome you back to Little Twigs! 

https://www.facebook.com/RipleyCourtSchool1/
https://www.instagram.com/ripleycourt/
https://twitter.com/RipleyCourtPrep

