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Ms Aislinn Clarke 
 

As ever, the last two weeks have been incredibly busy at Ripley Court school with pupils performing and 
being recorded for their Christmas productions, donations for the refuge (such generosity-thank you), a 
Thanksgiving lunch (thank you Chef Ian and team), a Year 3 trip to Ripley High Street to count the vehicles 
that drove through, whole school assemblies including ‘Anti-Bullying Week’ (where I saw some great odd 
socks last Friday), a House Assembly (where Mr Brunning and the House Captains put together a great 
recording), Road Safety and also an Advent Assembly where Mrs Crowson talked about everything Christ-
mas! 

The lovely photos below show some of the fabulous learning that has been taking place in school. I have 
been inundated with visits from pupils gladly showing me their work and receiving commendations. This 
week, I visited a Year 6 group in Maths to award the whole class commendations for their tremendous 
homework projects. Year 4 have also been working in groups in Science to create huge displays of the hu-
man body, complete with organs labelled. 

I also received a visit from Emilie who met with me to discuss her new business venture (further details 
below). Needless to say, I was so impressed by the thought and detail that had gone into Kiddi Care and I 
am now the proud owner of a care bag for both Arthur and I! Please read about Emilie’s business venture 
and, should you wish to purchase your own bag, please let Emilie know. 

Next week, some of our Year 6 pupils will sit their pre-tests in school and we wish them the very best of 
luck. This year has meant that the Year 6 pupils have either sat some exams, are going to next week on 
site, or are due to later this term or in January. I feel for those pupils for whom it’s a fairly drawn out ex-
perience; please be reassured that this feedback has been shared with the Senior Schools. 

The term dates for 2020-2021 have now been set and are on our website so please add these to your dia-
ries. 

The Christmas decorations are up in school and I have managed to add some festive face masks to my col-
lection! I look forward to seeing those Christmas jumpers on the last day of term. 

Wishing you all a lovely weekend where I suspect that for a lot of the Ripley Court families, the Christmas 
preparations and decorating will begin. ‘Seeing is believing, but sometimes, the most real things in the 
world are the things we can’t see.’ The Polar Express. 



  HEADMISTRESS’ COMMENDATIONS 
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COMMENDATIONS 

CERTIFICATES 

 

2nd Badge awarded to Alice N (Y5), Emilie (Y5), Oliver (Y6) 

 27 November 2020 

Last week we celebrated  ‘World Kindness Day’. Ms Clarke read the story, ‘Have you filled a bucket to-

day?’ She left pupils with the challenge of completing kind gestures towards their friends, staff and fami-

lies at home. We have been delighted to see the bucket full of post-it notes. Ms Clarke spent some time 

reading them and was overwhelmed at how kind our pupils are and that so many pupils have chosen to 

take part in this great initiative. See, below, a list of the acts of kindness that have meant so much to our 

pupils this week.  How lovely! 

Poppy - she is always positive and keeps me in a good mood 

Lexie M - for helping me when I am stuck; for helping me with VBR 

Ayesha - for being so kind and funny 

Jorja - so kind, so sweet, makes me feel happy; she is so nice 

Martha - for helping me with maths and being loyal 

Ella K - for being kind and helpful, for having a kind heart 

Lily - for being so kind and a great friend 

Alf - he is so funny 

Pip - she always backs me up when I’m in trouble; for always being kind to me 

Ella - for always having a positive attitude 

Evie O’S - she was very helpful when I was playing football; funny, nice to play with and kind 

Year 6 Tom D, Lexie, Poppy,  Daniel, Aidan, Poppy, Ella, Martha, Toby, Alex, Thomas, Jorja, Tildy, Laura, 

Max 

Year 5 Harry C, Tish, Emilie, Isabel, Iseult, Leo N, Jasmin, Alex M, Marius, Daisy 

Year 4 Elisabeth, Xander, Jamie, Henry W, Grace, Lucille, Elwood, Leo, Rupert, Jamie, Monty 

Year 3 Ben C, Jessica F, Oliver L 

Year 6 Max, Tom, Harry , Alfie 

Year 5 Jessica, Isabel, Amy , 

Year 4 Finlay P, Henry,  

Year 3 Max L, Dylan B, Oliver, Matthew 

4th Badge awarded to Tildy (Y6) 

5th Badge awarded to Ayesha (Y6) 

1st Bar awarded to Martha (Y6) 



Ripley Court staff and children wore odd socks to school on Friday 

20th November in support of ‘Anti-Bullying Week ‘and to celebrate 

what makes us all unique!  

ANTI-BULLYING WEEK 
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Odd Socks Day 

27 November 2020  



On Thursday the 26th of November the whole school sat down at various times , and  in their bubbles, to 

enjoy the most delicious Thanksgiving lunch with their friends.  Thank you Chef Ian and the Catering 

Team for such a wonderful lunch.  It was absolutely scrumptious!  How very lucky and thankful we are. 

THANKSGIVING LUNCH 

MENU 

 

Lobster Bisque

Roasted Turkey and Gravy 

Wild Mushroom Stuffing 

Mashed Potatoes 

Sweetcorn 

Candied Sweet Potatoes 

Pumpkin Pie 
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NEWS FROM THE NURSERY 
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Our Nursery children have been doing activities based around National Road Safety Day. The children 
have been learning songs to remind them how to cross the road safely, and they have been practising 
road safety in their outdoor area. They enjoyed making traffic light rocky road cakes in cooking. They 
smashed biscuits with rolling pins, practised their cutting skills and mixed all the ingredients together. 
Once the cakes had set, the children stuck traffic light coloured sweets onto them.  The children have 
also been taking a keen interest in sharing books. They independently set up a ‘reading train’ and enjoy 
ed getting cosy in the book corner, listening to story CDs. 
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LITTLE COURT NEWS 
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Look at the beautiful puppets we made!  Reception had a great time playing with their new 
sock puppet friends with their classmates.  

Our Reception children made yummy dinosaur nests during their Food Technology class last 
week.  They were so enthusiastic and even enjoyed washing and drying their dishes afterwards!  
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YEAR 1 
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Year 1 children came into school dressed as their favourite fairy tale 
character this week.  The children were then asked to write their own 
story.  Getting into character was so much fun and also sparked their 
imagination and creativity,  enabling them to write such imaginative 
stories.  Mrs Townsend was very impressed with their work!  

Year 1 had festive fun making melted reindeer and Santa’s in 
their Food Technology class this week. 

Year 1 made delicious piz-
za muffins during their 
Food Tech class last week. 
YUM!!  

27 November 2020 



YEAR 2 
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Year 2 have been learning about Author and Illustrator, Jane Ray, and were inspired by her 
wonderfully illustrated ‘Nativity’ book.  They all worked so hard, and the display boards out-
side their classrooms are looking magnificent!  

27 November 2020 

Year 2 children have been busy making the Christmas Stockings that they designed a few 
weeks ago.  Christmas songs were playing in the background while the pupils did their sewing.  
It’s definitely beginning to feel a lot like Christmas in Little Court!  



UPPER COURT  
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Year 3 couldn’t quite believe it when Mrs Crowson started drawing ALL over the tables during a recent 
Maths lesson.  Using all of the lines drawn on the tables the children then identified and labelled the 
different types of angles.  (Please do not try this at home!)  

Year 3 conducted a traffic survey to identify how many 
different modes of transport use the Ripley Village 
High Street in ten minutes. There were screeches of 
laughter as the children attempted to keep an accurate 
tally during a rather busy moment of passing traffic. 

27 November 2020 
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During a Geography lesson last week, Year 4  went out on a walking tour of Ripley Village to identify what 

building sites were recreational, retail, service and residential. The children worked so hard and were so  

exceptionally well-behaved that Mrs Cumberland treated them each to a delicious doughnut from The 

Bakery.  Yum!   Many thanks to Ms Romain, Mrs Cumberland and Mrs Mangold for accompanying the 

children on their outing.    

27 November 2020  



YEAR 5 
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Year 5 have been learning about Italy in their Geography lessons and made the most 
incredible models and creations of all things Italian.  What absolutely fantastic work! 

Year 5 have been having a great time learning about the Tudors in their History lessons.  They 
made Tudor bread and ginger biscuit layers in the shape of the Tudor Rose.  They also made 
Tudor houses and roses out of paper and cardboard.  What fantastic work, Year 5, well done!  

In the spirit of Christmas, Year 5 wrote Christmas Carols in their Music lesson.  The 
children dressed up in festive cheer and Mr Lom filmed the five selected songs 
which will be sent to local Care Homes. Thank you to the year 5 Music Class and Mr 
Lom for sharing the love this Christmas.   

27 November 2020 



YEAR 6 
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Year 6 hosted a mud kitchen bake-off during Forest School this 
week.  Mrs Ward and Mrs Mangold were presented with culinary 
delights such as Christmas Mud Pie and Chocolate Mud Brownies. 
The children also made wooden reindeer and enjoyed some quiet 
moments in the hammock with their friends!  

27 November 2020 

Mrs Grallert awarded one of her Year 6 Mathematics classes commendations for their fantastic 
work making exam revision notes. The children have all worked so hard this term and should 
be very proud of themselves. They also received a special visit from Ms Clarke to congratulate 
them on this impressive achievement!  
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SPORTS 
 

Our girls and boys have been working hard on their skills and have enjoyed some 

fantastic netball and football coaching sessions this term.  It is always wonderful 

to see our children giving it their all out on the fields during their sports lessons. 

27 November 2020 



Our Nursery children had such a wonderful time at Forest School on Wednesday morning. After they had 

finished playing and making Christmas decorations, they warmed up by drinking hot chocolate and 

toasting marshmallows around the campfire. They then added the sticky treats to chocolate biscuits to 

make s'mores. The children were so beautifully behaved and followed Mrs Ward's instructions for stay-

ing safe around the campfire very carefully!  

S’MORES AT FOREST SCHOOL 
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Year 5 and Year 6 extracted DNA from bananas. First they mashed the bananas with a pestle and mortar, 
then added salt and washing up liquid and some warm water and left it for 10 minutes. Finally, they had 
to filter the solution and carefully pipette a small amount of ethanol into the tube. Did you know that we 
share 60% of our DNA with bananas? 

CLUBS 

Science Club 

Y3 were being Petrologists in Science  Club this week – rock detectives! They looked at a sample of 
rocks and investigated how hard they were by scratching them with a nail and if they were porous by 
adding a drop of water. They then used magnifying glasses to look for fossils and crystals. Who knew 
rocks could be so much fun?! 
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NEWS 

Years 4 and 6 made beautiful 

Christmas cards to send to the resi-

dents of local Care Homes.  Thank 

you to you all for sharing the love 

this Christmas! 

WE LOVE HEARING ABOUT THE CHILDREN’S SUCCESSES OUTSIDE OF SCHOOL.  PLEASE DO SEND ANY 

NEWS TO MARKETING@RIPLEYCOURT.CO.UK. 

WE LOVE TO CELEBRATE THEIR ACHIEVEMENTS! 

Elwood worked very hard and was awarded his Bronze Award at Beavers.  

The bronze award is one of the top awards you can get—well done, Elwood, 

we are so proud of you.   

Max F, Year 4, made 

these fantastic Tudor 

Rose inspired cupcakes 

at home. What brilliant 

sugar work, Max.  I see 

a future GBBO Star 

Baker in our midst! 

Finley, 4FC, and his family had some lockdown fun this 

weekend and held a family bake-off.  Finley made this 

delicious Victoria Sponge.  Wow, well done, we are sure 

Mrs Linaker would be very impressed! 

Emilie, Year  5, and a friend have started a business called 

’Kiddi Care’, making self-care packages.  The packages are so 

beautifully put together,  Emily, very well done to you.  We 

hope your business is a huge success! 
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WOMEN’S REFUGE COLLECTION 
We have been totally overwhelmed by the generosity that our parents and children have shown in our 
Women’s Refuge Christmas collection.  It is hugely appreciated and we are so very grateful. The fact that 
these women and children will be given something for Christmas is just so wonderful in what will have 
been a very difficult year for them. 
 
Many thanks to you all for sharing the love this Christmas. 
 

(The Women’s Refuge is a local charity for women and children against domestic violence) 
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Please follow Ripley Court School on FB, Instagram and Twitter  

NOTICES 

Ripley Court School @ripleycourt @ripleycourtprep 

Issue 22 

 Page 19 

Special thanks to Mrs Lewis, a Year 5 mum at Ripley 

Court, who has created this beautiful school mural in the 

Holloway building. The vibrant colours and cheerful imag-

es are delightful and it was a lovely surprise for the chil-

dren and staff on Monday morning. 

https://www.facebook.com/ https://www.instagram.com/ripleycourt/ https://twitter.com/RipleyCourtPrep 
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DESIGN A CHRISTMAS CARD  

https://www.facebook.com/RipleyCourtSchool1/
https://www.instagram.com/ripleycourt/
https://twitter.com/RipleyCourtPrep

