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Ms Aislinn Clarke 
 

Despite not being able to go on trips or have fixtures at the moment, the school week seems to be busier 
than ever! The week started with my assembly on kindness. We talked about World Kindness Day, which 
is today, and I read the story, ‘Have you filled a bucket today?’ I left pupils with the challenge of completing 
kind gestures towards their friends, staff and families at home. I was delighted to hear the pitter patter of 
so many shoes outside my office over the course of the week and the bucket I left out, asking pupils to 
write examples of how people had been kind to them, was full of post it notes. I have spent some time 
reading them and am overwhelmed at, firstly, how kind our pupils are, but also that so many pupils wanted 
to share their positive experiences with me.  

 

 

 

 

 

Wednesday was also a special day for us with class led remembrance assemblies, poppy making, wreath 
making, poetry writing/performing and pupils visiting our memorial at school. As a school community, 
standing for our two-minute silence really gave us time to reflect and be thankful. I was interested to hear 
about the two additional names which are going to be added to our memorial plaque following the recent 
research led by Mrs Cumberland’s parents.  

 

Pupils were excited to, today, discover a change to the entrance to our Holloway building. We are  
delighted that Mrs Lewis, an artist, is creating a school mural. She has created some fabulous hand  
painted water bottles for English Heritage, https://www.englishheritageshop.org.uk/homeware-garden/jan-
erika-hand-painted-water-bottle, and has also, more recently, completed a 50ft mural in the new business 
centre in Ripley (Tannery Studios). Please see a 30 second video of this at https://youtu.be/
NdKVy3avSQw. Mrs Lewis will be working in school out of school hours so each day, the children will 
come in to see a new addition which is very exciting!  

 

With the current lockdown in place, I know that the weekends are a little different to the norm. I hope that 
you can all enjoy some time together, as a family, and go on some local walks. Diwali begins tomorrow 
and each class discussed this in their forms following an assembly led by Mr Ryan. To any of the Ripley 
Court families who are celebrating a ‘lockdown Diwali’, I hope that you can connect with your families 
online and enjoy the festival of lights.  

 

Lastly, I just wanted to add a link to a video I saw which was received over 1 million views in 3 weeks. It 
shows Sam, aged 6, rapping about careers using the alphabet to say you can be anything you want when 
you grow up. Sam wrote the rap with his Dad and they have now become famous with Michelle Obama 
sharing the video saying it put a smile on her face; “I know you’ll inspire so many kids to dream big too.”  
https://youtu.be/U9TLZBZ3eo8?t=34 



  HEADMISTRESS’ COMMENDATIONS 
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Welcome back to all our wonderful families and staff members. The children had great 
fun outdoors in the Autumn sunshine during break time on Monday and were delighted to 
see each other again.   

Year 6 Year 5 Year 4 Year 3 

Alfie Iris Grace Komagen 

James C Sophie Ella Rose M 

Oscar  Freya P Rose D 

Matilda C  George K Ben C 

  Iris Dominic 

  Sophie M Alice 

  Nanina  

  Jessica  

  Alice N  

  Sophia S  

  Leo  

  Josh  

  Lola C  

  Monty  

Matthew Year 3 

Holly Year 3 

Rupert H Year 4 

Ezri H Year 4 

Sophia Year 4 

Freya Year 4 

Monty Year 4 

James B Year 6 

COMMENDATIONS CERTIFICATES 

Second Badge awarded to Sophie P (Year 4) 



On Wednesday we remembered those who had fallen in duty 
including the 37 men from Ripley Court School.  Year group 
bubbles decorated the memorial garden with handmade pop-
pies and wreaths and shared in a two-minute silence at 11am. 

REMEMBRANCE DAY 
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NEWS FROM THE NURSERY 
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Our Nursery children were so happy to be reunited with their friends after half term. They have 
been busy helping sweep up the autumn leaves that have fallen off the trees and then used the 
leaves as an opportunity to practice their cutting skills. 
 
This week, the children have enjoyed activities based around Diwali.  They read the story of Ra-
ma and Sita and made and decorated clay diva lamps.  The children painted with cooking spices 
and explored light and dark using torches and flashing balls in a dark den. 



LITTLE COURT NEWS 
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Reception had lots of fun during their ‘free play’ time this week.  The children enjoyed 
dressing up, pretending to be photographers, playing with lego blocks and being out-
doors with their friends.  They also made a dinosaur world as part of their class museum 
display.  Julian and Ethan decided to make dinosaur worlds at home and brought them in 
for Show and Tell.  Fantastic work, well done! 



YEAR 1 
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Our Year 1 children painted poppies onto stones for Remembrance Day and placed 
them in the memorial garden.  These are so beautiful, Year 1, what a special gesture! 



YEAR 2 

Year 2JN had great fun  building dens 
during a recent Forest School session. 
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Year 2 have been working hard  drawing up very detailed 
plans to design their own Christmas stockings.  Watch this 
space … we can’t wait to see the end results! 

Year 2 have been learning about volcanoes 
in their Geography lessons.  The children 
were fascinated by the model volcano that 
Mrs Gar brought in to school and loved 
watching the volcano erupt. 

Year 2 made beautiful colour wheels with Mrs Morris during 
their Art class this week. 



UPPER COURT  

Year 3 learnt about verbs in a recent English lesson. 
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Our Year 3 pupils were very lucky to visit the Haslemere Museum on Wednesday. The children 
so enjoyed learning more about Ancient Egypt, the mummification process and relished the  
opportunity to mummify their own teddies afterwards! What a fun and very informative day out. 
Thank you Haslemere Educational Museum for having us. (**No teddies were harmed in the 
mummification process!**)  



 

YEAR 4 
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Year 4 very kindly helped Mrs Moody and Mrs Cumberland empty and sort the recycling 
bins on Tuesday morning. 

Year 4 have been learning about the human body in their Science lessons.  Last Friday, the  
children were fortunate to get a much closer look at the heart, lungs and liver, when Mrs 
Greaves brought a pig pluck to class.  They thoroughly  enjoyed the lesson, particularly having 
the opportunity to touch and feel the organs—with gloves on of course! 



YEAR 5 
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So much fun was had by everyone at 
Year 5 Forest School on Thursday. 
The children made wooden creations 
using knives and peelers while others 
enjoyed playing in the hammock and 
building bridges.  

Happiness is … finding a huge pile of 
leaves to play in at breaktime! 



YEAR 6 
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Year 6 have been working very hard on their Reasoning skills.  They have been using a new  
programme called Atom, an online learning programme designed to help children master the 11+ 
school examinations in Maths, English and Reasoning. 

Year 6 had a fun-filled Forest School session last week.  Some of the 
children chose to spend time relaxing in the hammocks whilst others 
played an energetic game of ‘Forty Forty I See You’.  

Year 6 certainly make the most of their weekly forest school  
sessions! This week the children had lots of fun sawing, drilling 
and making log-dogs under the supervision of the wonderful Mrs 
Ward. 
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CLUBS 

Science Club 

Bushcraft Club 
 

This week in Science Club, and in anticipation of Bonfire Night, the 
children recreated the colours found in fireworks by doing metal 
flame tests.  They were careful not to look directly at the flames as 
Magnesium burns very brightly.  They also made sparklers using 
iron filings.  

At Bushcraft Club, children have healthy outdoor fun while being  
wonderfully creative. As the sun goes down, the children are given 
torches and gather around the campfire in their bubbles, to enjoy 
warm pastries cooked on the fire. This term the children have been 
building Christmas trees and learning how to drill holes and saw wood. 



 

NEWS 
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We have so many caring and thoughtful children at Ripley 
Court School, and we are always incredibly proud to hear 
stories of kindness coming from within our school commu-
nity.  This half term, Iris (Y5), had 9.5 inches of her hair cut 
off to donate to The Little Princess Trust who make wigs for 
children who have lost their hair.  Well done, Iris, we are so 
proud of you!  

Congratulations to Lara who was awarded two rosettes for 
achievements at Pony Club. Well done, Lara!   

LITTLE PRINCESS TRUST 

EQUESTRIAN 
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          RIPLEY COURT PARENTS  

                  ASSOCIATION 

NOTICES 
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Please follow Ripley Court School on FB, Instagram and Twitter  

NOTICES 

Ripley Court School @ripleycourt @ripleycourtprep 

13 November 2020.  Issue 21 

 Page 17 

Thank you to our families for their 
constant support and to our won-
derful teachers and support staff 
who keep things running so 
smoothly and with so much passion 
and enthusiasm, even in difficult 
times! 

#StaySafe #StrongerTogether 

‘A massive THANK YOU to everyone at Ripley Court 
School  for taking part in #HelloYellow on 9 October 
2020! Thousands of people across the country joined in 
to show young people they are not alone, and your 
school's donation of £193 will help us keep fighting for 
young people’s mental health at a time when it’s needed 
most. 
 
We want you to pass on our immeasurable thanks to 
everyone involved at Ripley Court School. 

https://www.facebook.com/ https://www.instagram.com/ripleycourt/ https://twitter.com/RipleyCourtPrep 

https://www.facebook.com/RipleyCourtSchool1/
https://www.instagram.com/ripleycourt/
https://twitter.com/RipleyCourtPrep

