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Ripley Court pupils and their families enjoyed taking a break from their screens to take part in the RSPB’s 

'Big Garden Birdwatch’.   Thank you for taking part and sharing your wonderful photographs with us. 
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RSPB’S BIG GARDEN BIRDWATCH 



CHILDREN’S MENTAL HEALTH WEEK 

Children's Mental Health Week is particularly significant this year with almost a full year of living within a 

global pandemic.  Young people have been unable to mix with their friends and loved ones during a time 

of immense uncertainty.  Here are five tips from 'Mental Health Insights' for ways in which you can      

improve your children and pupils' wellbeing. 
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CHILDREN’S MENTAL HEALTH WEEK 

Some of our children sent in pictures of beautifully coloured and painted Charlie Mackesey pictures for 

Mental Health Week! 
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SPORT & FITNESS 
Ossie, Year 3, ran 100 laps of his garden as a 

tribute to Captain Tom.  What a lovely thing to 

do! 

Ethan showed us his brilliant breakdancing moves in a 

Year 2 online talent show! 



NEWS FROM THE NURSERY 
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Our Nursery children have been learning about Chinese New Year and have had lots of fun celebrating 
with Chinese themed activities. They loved trying spring rolls and prawn crackers during snack time, 
practising their cutting skills to make a lantern and making firework pictures.  Over the last two weeks, 
we have seen a lot of snow and ice, but we have also had a few warmer days, which allowed us the     
opportunity to open a car wash! The children loved using the sponges and mops to clean the cars. When 
the temperature dropped, the children explored the ice using the tools to crack it and used nets for   
fishing the ice out of the water. 
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It’s always such a joy walking past Nursery whilst the children are playing outside.  They are 
always keen to have a little chat and LOVE having their photographs taken!  Bella asked if I 
could bring my camera to her birthday party! 



LITTLE COURT NEWS 
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Our Reception key workers’ children were full of the joys of Spring during break on Wednesday 
morning.  It was rather chilly outside but they were having lots of fun!  
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    RECEPTION 

Reception sent in so many happy home learning  pictures.  Well done to you all, we are so impressed! 



YEAR 1  

Year 1 drew fantastic pictures of Roald Dahl ’s Mr Twit during an Art lesson and had lots of fun 
with spaghetti during Science. The children used spaghetti to hide various objects made of 
different materials. 
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Year 1 children have been learning 
how to weigh in grams during their 
Maths lessons! 

Finlay made an imaginary cake from 
nature.  

Year 1’s latest Geography topic is ‘Rainforests’.  The children loved making these beautiful    
paper parrots! 

YEAR 1  
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YEAR 2 
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Year 2 have written charming letters to Sir David Attenborough and are excitedly waiting to see 
if they will receive a response.  Fingers crossed!  
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YEAR 2 
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Year 2 children recreated their favourite Van Gogh paintings using different techniques they had learnt in 
their Art lessons. WOW!  

YEAR 2 Vincent Van Gogh 
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UPPER COURT  
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Year 3 children enjoyed spelling in the snow  during one of their English lessons this week.  We love this 
idea! 

Years 3 & 4 enjoyed a  Zoom with Michael Jones from the Thames Basin 
Heaths Partnership this week.  He told the children about all the        
fantastic wildlife on the heathlands and how we can to protect it.  The 
children will also be taking part in the TBHP ‘Nightjar Challenge’ to 
make a nightjar using any medium.  We can’t wait to see what brilliant 
creations the children come up with! 

Year 3 have LOVED learning about the properties of 3D shapes and had fun creating shapes out of various 
nets.  



Year 3 have been exploring the fabulous book, 'George's Marvellous Medicine' by Roald Dahl. 
So far the children have written excellent character descriptions of the main characters,        
imagined what makes Grandma behave the way she does, and they have just had a go at the 
most exciting part that we will not give away yet—no spoilers! The children are currently busy 
creating their own marvellous medicines and have designed their medicine bottles. The lesson's 
objective was to make the design so that customers would be able to tell from the bottle what 
type of medicine might be inside!  

YEAR 3 
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We just LOVE this Spring poem by 
Freya!  It’s full of colour, hope,        
positivity and joy— all the things we 
need so much of right now!  

YEAR 4 
Year 4 had a hair-raising time in Science learning about static electricity!  

Lucille sent a ‘Message Of Hope’ to 
residents of a local Care Home.  This 
is so special!  

Year 4 children enjoyed learning how to write        
instructions in their English lessons.   



YEAR 5 
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In Science, Year 5 have been learning about stars and constellations. Their challenge was to find out their 
star sign and make its constellation pattern out of marshmallows and spaghetti. Luckily, they completed 
the challenge before eating too many of the marshmallows!  
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This week in Philosophy Years 5 & 6 have been looking at ‘Purpose’ 
and, as humans, do we have different purposes in life? Emilie D put 
a tremendous amount of effort into her task and made this superb 
Powerpoint presentation. 

RS PHILOSOPHY 
Year 5 have been using Blockly 
code to program a dance party. 
They used their coding skills to  
design a background, add the 
dancers, develop their moves, and 
keep to their selected song's beat. 
The characters can be                 
programmed to change in size, 
and key-strokes can be added to 
achieve special effects.  



Year 5 wrote marvellous metaphor poems in English.  Mrs Bates was very impressed! 

YEAR 5 (Cont.) 
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Year 6  
Thank you to our teachers for making remote learning so much fun.  Year 6SB enjoyed making 
and eating pancakes together during a recent Form Time session with Mr Brunning.   
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YEAR 6  

Ayesha wrote about Georgina, her Bearded Dragon, during ‘Creative Time’ this week. 
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Jack wrote this excellent poem about Covid. I think 
we can all relate to these sentiments!  

In a mindfulness class, Upper Court 
children drew pictures representing 
their emotions with an ‘Inner     
Weather Report’. As you can see, 
some days we feel much better than 
others!  
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NEWS FROM HOME 

Take a look at Gabriella’s incredible       

display of work on her wall at home.  Well 

done, Gabriella, keep up the hard work! 
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Millie and her sister enjoyed  

spending some time doing Art 

together at home last weekend. 

Oliver, Year 2,  drew a beautiful       

picture of a llama!. 

Evie is doing lots of baking   

during lockdown and made   

delicious profiteroles.  Well 

done, Evie, these look     

scrumptious! 

Jamie, Year 5, made a pavlova to share with his family.  

Well done, Jamie, this looks so delicious! 

Benji, 2VGA, was very 

proud of his recent 

‘Star Of The Week’ 

award.  Well done, 

Benji, we are very 

proud of you too! 

Another proud ‘Star Of The 

Week’ recipient.  Well done Oli, 

keep up the great work! 



Anybody for Chess?   

If anyone is interested in playing or learning chess, we wanted to share a completely free resource with 
you.  The booklets are free of charge and the links to the flick books are attached here.  
  
Booklet One: An Introduction to Chess for Newcomers 
https://issuu.com/stcatherinesbramley/docs/chess_booklet_1_-__newcomers?fr=sYzA4ZDU4NTM5NA 

 Booklet Two: An Introduction to Chess for Improvers 
  
https://issuu.com/stcatherinesbramley/docs/chess_booklet_2_-__improvers?fr=sZDYzYTU4NTM5NA 

NOTICES 

 Please see the link attached to see IMM’s independent research report 

outlining their response to the pandemic.  Ripley Court are proud to be 

supporting such a great initiative.   http://bit.ly/3tn74tl 

WORLD BOOK DAY 
World Book Day, an annual celebration of books, reading and stories, takes place on Thursday 4th 
March. As we will still be remote teaching, we are going to celebrate the day in a slightly different way 
this year. More details, timetables and activities will come out nearer the time, but for now here is one 
notice to help you plan:  

Dressing up competition. We will be keeping one of our most popular activities, where we ask the       
children to dress up as their favourite book character. We will look at costumes in our first form time/
registration session at 8.30a.m. on 4th March. If siblings or parents want to dress up too – maybe you 
could come as a family group – that would be fine. We look forward to celebrating this special day with 
you!  

IMM 
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ATOM LEARNING 
Pupils from Year 3 - 6 are all registered with Atom Learning a fully adaptive, online teaching and learning 
platform for Key Stage 2. Over half term Atom are continuing to offer free learning resources for Years      
3 - 6, and pupils will be able to access Atom's widely anticipated "Holiday Clubs from Home", featur-
ing special guests and experts.  Parents simply need to click on this link to register their child for any of 
the following sessions.  https://app.atomlearning.co.uk/atom-clubs  
 
We are not expecting the children to work over half term but this is a free service should you wish to 

use it.   
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Please follow Ripley Court School on FB, Instagram and Twitter  

Ripley Court School @ripleycourt @ripleycourtprep 
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https://www.facebook.com/ https://www.instagram.com/ripleycourt/ https://twitter.com/RipleyCourtPrep 
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VALENTINE’S DAY 
Komagen, Year 4, and Jake 3SC,  baked these beautiful Valentine’s 

Day cookies.  Yum! 

Happy Valentine’s Day!  Key workers’ children had fun baking Valentine’s Day cupcakes with Mrs Linaker 

on  Tuesday. 
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